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develop and to use your full capabilities.  (Applause.)

just outlined to you.

had been law fox four years

As you know, much has been done in the last three
years to lay the foundation for achieving the goal which I have

When I took office, the Rehabilitation Act

Regulations to prohibit discrimination

against handicapped persons in employment, in education and health
programs had still not been issued. With your help, as you well
remember, we got the first regulations issued in three months.
(Applause.)

And in 1978 I signed amendments which apply to the

non-discriminatory provisions of this Act, not only in the
private sector but to the Federal Government as well.
Anti-discrimination laws are the cornerstone of civil rights for

the handicapped. And by the end of 1980 all federal agencies
will have final regulations implementing Section 504.  (Applause.)

It's not enough just to issue regulations. Now we'll
take the next step toward ending discrimination against the
handicapped, to carry out the law, and to carry out the provisions
of those regulations* I will soon issue an Executive Order now
being prepared placing the responsibility for coordinating
enforcement' of these regulations in the Department of Justice
under the Attorney General of the United States.  (Applause.)

I want to thank you at this time for your help to me
in assuring that the Congress supports the increased attention
needed for programs benefiting the handicapped. My budget request
for education of handicapped children for the coming year, in
spite of very stringent limits as you well know, is more than three
times the amount proposed by my predecessor's last budget.

We've already increased budget authority for schools
teaching the handicapped by 41 percent. Next week we celebrate
together the inauguration of a new department of education headed
by Shirley Hufstedler who will have the responsibility for the
majority of programs that benefit handicapped Americans. We're
cutting through bureaucratic red tape and bureaucratic confusion
and delay. You will no long need to wonder or to be uncertain about
who specifically is responsible for the education of the handicapped.
This will be a great step forward.

In 1977, as you remember, we took another good step
by creating the department, or the office rather, of independent
living for the disabled. This is an extremely important effort to
let handicapped people learn through their own practical experience
how they can avoid being dependent on others through practical
application of programs and their own initiative. And in the process
not only do the handicapped learn how to be independent, but federal
agencies and private citizens who are not handicapped also learn
with them. With this office we've done more for the housing of
handicapped people in the last three years than had been done in the
previous 40 years. We still have a long way to go but we've already
increased funds for handicapped construction housing from $13 million
to $99 million.  (Applause.)o
